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1.0 PURPOSE 
 
 An archaeological assessment (Stages 1, 2 & 3) was previously conducted for an 
approximate 153 hectare proposed quarry site, situated on Lots 2, 3 and part of 1, Concession 
11, Geo. Township of East Flamborough, now City of Hamilton, Ontario (Figure 1).  The 
assessment was undertaken as part of an aggregate pit licensing application in accordance 
with the Aggregate Resources Act- Ontario Provincial Standards, for a Category 2- Class A 
Quarry Below Water, Sections 2.2.5 to 2.2.7.  Subsequent to the submission of the initial 
Stage 1-3 report, the proponent purchased and additional 10.37 acre property, the assessment 
of which is reported herein. 
 

 The additional fieldwork was conducted December 2nd and 3rd, 2004, under 
archaeological consulting license P001, issued to Jim Wilson by the Minister of Culture.  The 
additional Stage 2 field assessment did not result in the identification of any additional 
cultural heritage concerns and no additional assessment is recommended.  
 

 The additional Stage 2 archaeological assessment was conducted in order to fulfill a 
standard condition of licence approval. The Ministry of Culture is asked to review the 
methods and results of this assessment and inform the Ministry of Natural Resources that the 
provincial concerns for cultural heritage for this application have been met. 
 
2.0 STUDY METHODS 
  
2.1 Stage 2 Field Assessment Methods 
 
 The additional lands are primarily comprised of woodlot, with lesser areas of poor 
drainage, and manicured lawns surrounding an existing residential structure.  Because the 
study area could not be ploughed, the property was assessed using the standard test pit 
method at a five-meter interval. Areas disturbed by previous development and/or poorly 
drained areas were judged to have low archaeological potential and were not subject to 
assessment. Figure 2 indicates the limits of the areas surveyed and the methods employed. 
 
 Each test unit was excavated to subsoil, and all soil was screened through six-
millimetre hardware cloth to facilitate the recovery of small artifacts.  Test units were 
approximately 30 centimetres in diameter and were back filled.  When an artifact was noted 
in a test pit, the survey interval was reduced to 2.5 metres within a ten-metre radius.  Figure 3 
depicts the areas assessed and the techniques employed.   
 
  



Archaeological Assessment (Stages 1, 2 & 3), Lowndes Property, Addendum  
Geo. Township of East Flamborough, now City of Hamilton, Ontario. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
� � �������������	��
�

2

 

 



Archaeological Assessment (Stages 1, 2 & 3), Lowndes Property, Addendum  
Geo. Township of East Flamborough, now City of Hamilton, Ontario. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
� � �������������	��
�

3

 

 
 
 



Archaeological Assessment (Stages 1, 2 & 3), Lowndes Property, Addendum  
Geo. Township of East Flamborough, now City of Hamilton, Ontario. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
� � �������������	��
�

4

 
 The weather during the assessment was cool and overcast and there were no 
conditions detrimental to the recovery of archaeological remains.  Permission to enter the 
property and remove artifacts was granted by Mr. David Lowndes. 
 
3.0 RESULTS 
 
 

3.1 Background Research 
 
 

3.1.1 The Natural Environment 
 
 
 

 The study area is situated within the “Flamborough Plain” physiographic region 
(Chapman and Putnam 1984: 127-129). 
 

 
An isolated tract of shallow drift on the Niagara Cuesta northwest of Hamilton has 
been named the Flamborough plain since it spans Flamborough Township…The 
limestone has been swept bare in places, particularly near rhe edge of the 
escarpment. What little overburden there is on the bedrock, apart from the 
drumlins, is either bouldery glacial till or sand and gravel…East of the Beverly 
Swamp, four small streams tributary to Bronte Creek serve the section south of 
Campbellvale…Good soil is not plentiful in this little region 

             
 
 

        Chapman and Putnam, 1984:128 
 
 
 The closest source of potable water is a small tributary of Spencer Creek that 
transects the northern half of the study area. The forested portion of the study area has not 
been cleared due to excessive surface boulders and limestone outcrops. 
 
 
 
3.1.2 Potential for Historic Archaeological Sites 
 

 The map of the Township of Flamborough East in the 1875 Illustrated Map of 
Wentworth County does indicate any structures within the limits of the additional lands 
(Figure 2, Archaeologix Inc. 2004). It is important to note that historical maps are not always 
accurate and the absence of a structure does not necessarily mean none were present.  The 
historic archaeological potential was judged to be moderate to low. 
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Figure 3: Stage 2 Survey Conditions 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Stage 2, Survey Conditions, Poorly Drained Area 
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3.2 Stage 2 Field Assessment Results 
 

All previously undisturbed portions of the property were fully assessed using the 
methods described in Section 2.2.  No archaeological resources were documented, and no 
additional assessment is recommended. 
 
 

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
  
 The Stage 2 field assessment of the additional lands did not result in the recovery of 
any archaeological resources, and no additional assessment is recommended.  
 

 This archaeological assessment was conducted in order to fulfill a standard condition 
of licence applications.  The Ministry of Culture is asked to review the methods and results 
of this assessment and inform the Ministry of Natural Resources that the provincial concerns 
for cultural heritage for this application have been met. 
 

Should deeply buried archaeological material be found on the property during 
construction activities, the Ministry of Culture should be notified immediately (519)-675-
7742.  In the event that human remains are encountered during construction, the proponent 
should immediately contact both the Ministry of Culture and the Registrar or Deputy 
Registrar of the Cemeteries Regulation Unit of the Ministry of Consumer and Commercial 
Relations, (416) 326-8392. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 

 
Jim Wilson, M.A. 
President, Archaeologix Inc. 
Archaeological Licence # P001 
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